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CHAPTER 8

NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS

8.01 Methodof nomination. 8.17 Political party committees.

8.02 Nomination paper circulation date. 8.18 Nomination of presidential electors.

8.03 Multiple nominations. 8.185  Write—in candidates for president and vice president.
8.04 Nomination paper signatures. 8.19 Party name.

8.05 Nomination in towns and villages. 8.20 Nomination of independent candidates.
8.06 Special elections may be called. 8.21 Declaration of candidacy

8.07 Validity of nomination papers. 8.25 Election of state and federalffigers.

8.10 Nominations for spring election. 8.28 Challenge to residency qualifications.
8.11 Spring primary 8.30 Candidates ineligible for ballot placement.
8.12 Presidential preference vote. 8.35 Vacancies after nomination.

8.125  Accessibility of presidential caucuses. 8.37 Filing of referenda petitions or questions.
8.13 Commission city primary 8.40 Petition requirements.

8.15 Nominations for partisan primary 8.50 Special elections.

8.16 Partisan nominations. 8.55 Special referenda.

) NOTE: 2005 Ws. Act 451, V\{hich made major revisions to the eleqtipnaws, 8.04 Nomination paper signa’[uresl If any person signs
thc;l:]dlgg to Chapter 8, contains an extensive jgfatory note explaining the nominationpapers for 2 candidates for the sanfie@in the same
Crgss;,efe,ence; See definitions in $.02 electionat different times, the earlier signature is valid and the
later signature is invalid. If any person circulates a homination
8.01 Method of nomination. Candidates for electivefafe paperfor 2 candidates for the samdicd in the same election at
shallbe nominated according to this chapter different times, the earlier paper is valid and the later paper is
invalid.
8.02 Nomination paper circulation date. ~ Whenevera History: 1979 c. 260
specific date is not given to begin circulation of nomination Cross-reference: See also S&AB 2.05and2.07, Wis. adm. code.
papers the first day for circulation shall be the first day of the
monthone month prior to the month in which the filing deadlin . . X ;
is scheduled. Signatures shall not be counted if signed and d4pE@n elective dice in a town or village shall be nominated under
prior to the first day for circulation. this section.
Cross-reference: See also s&AB 2.05and2.07, Wis. adm. code. (1) Caucus. (@) When nominatiopapers are not used, there
) o ] shall be a caucus to nominate candidates. The governing body
8.03  Multiple nominations. (1) The name of any candidateshall between December 1 and January 1 decide the détte of
whois nominated to the samdioé by more than one party orpri caucus. The date of the caucus may be established between the
mary or nominated for more than one partisan or state nonpartigafi Tuesday in January and the laseSday in JanuaryWhen

office shall appear under the party firgiminating him or her or sssiple preference should gven to having the caucus on the
underthe ofice to which he or she was first nominated. If theysi Tyesday in January

doublenominationis simultaneous, the candidate who is nomi . . :

nated,before the deadline for filing nomination papers shall file (.b) Vf\/hhenceizver a caucug ISI heldf, thf\ mun|C|paIbcIerk S.ha".g'\f

awritten statement with the same person with whom he or she filg/c€0' the date, time and place for the caucus by posting in the

nominationpapers stating the perssmparty or dice preference. ctérk’s ofice and by one publication in a newspaper unded&3.

If the candidate fails to select the partyoffice, the filing oficer ~ 2t1€ast 5 days before the date of the caucus. _

shall place the candidatehame on the ballot under eittpzrty (c) The townchairperson or village president together with the

or office, but may not permit it to appear more than once. If a caRunicipalclerk shall serve as caucudicils. If the chairperson

didateis nominated at a primary election for partisaficefor ~Or president is a candidate, he or she shall cathieelection of

nonpartisarstate diice on a ballot where his or her name appeagfficials to conduct the caucus. Thdicifls shallbe elected by

or by nomination papers filed by the candidate, and is also-nor@¢clamatioror ballot as the meeting direct$he electors attend

natedby write—in votes at the primary election to anothéicef ing the meeting shall select 2 tellers to canvass the vote for each

or to the same fite as thecandidate of a diérent partythe candi  office at the caucus.

datedoes not have a choice, itall be placed on the ballot for  (d) Names of candidates shall be placed in nominatitrer

the election under the fi€e and party for which the candidate’ by motion made and seconded from the floor or by writing the can

nameappeared on the primary ballot for which the candidate didate’sname on a slip of paper distributed by the tellers to those

hadfiled nomination papers. electorsattending the caucus. Only persons placed in nomination
(2) Subsection(1) shall not apply when a candidate for th&hallbe voted on.

office of president or vice president of the United States isthomi (e) Nominations shall bemade for one dite at a time. Nomi

natedfor another elective @i€e during thesame election. If the nationsfor the ofice of town supervisor when supervisae

candidateis elected president or vice president of the Uniteslectedto unnumbered seats and nominations for theeof vil-

Statessuchelection shall void the candidatelection to any other |agetrustee shall be considered togetla@d each electaoting

office. A special election shall be held to fill anffio¢ vacated atthe caucus may cast as many votes as there are seats to be filled

.05 Nomination in towns and villages. Every candidate

underthis subsection. atthe election.
(2m) A candidate may appear on thalot for more than one  (f) Before balloting the caucus chairperson shall announce the
local nonpartisan dice at the same election. namesof all candidates placed in nomination.
(3) This section does not fafct the law of compatibility of ~ (9) The voting for each fi€e shall be by ballot, but the caucus
offices. chairpersormay dispense with voting by ballot when only one or
History: 1979 c. 2601989 a. 1921991 a. 316 2 persons are nominated for the sanfeef

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.01
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.02
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.03
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.04
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.05
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.06
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.07
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.11
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.12
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.125
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.13
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.15
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.17
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.18
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.185
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.19
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.21
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.25
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.28
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.30
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.35
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.37
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.40
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.50
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.55
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.02
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%202.05
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%202.07
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.03(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%202.05
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%202.07
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20985

8.05 NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. Database 2

(h) The 2 candidates receiving the highest number of votes casf{d) The question of adoption of the nonpartisan printager
for each dfice shall be nominated and certified by the caucuhis subsection may be submittedtt® electors at any regular
chairpersorand tellers to the municipal clerk. If a town under lectionheld in the town or a special election called for the pur
5.60 (6) elects its supervisors nnumbered seats, candidatepose. When a petition requesting adoption of the nonpartisan pri
equalto twice the number of positions to be fill@eho receive the mary conforming to the requirements of8s40signed by at least

mostvotes, shall be nominated and certified. 20 electors of the town is filed with the towlerk as provided in
(i) Village trustees, excluding thefiok of villagepresident, S.8.37 the question shall be submitted to a vote.

shall be nominated together and atgler Candidates, equed (e) Petitions requesting a vote on the questiaragular town

twice the number of positions to lfiled, who receive the most electionshall be filed in accordance with&37 no later than 5

votes,shall be nominated and certified. p.m.thelast Tuesday in FebruaryWhen the petition is filed, the

() 1. The municipal clerk shall notify in writing each candi clerk shall checkts suficiency. Whether at a regular or special
datewhose name is certified asiaminee under path) of his or  election,the clerk shall give separate noticedne publication in
her nomination. If a municipal judge is elected undef55.01 anewspaper at least 5 days before the election.

(4), the county clerk of theounty having the lgest portion of the  (f) The ballot used for the referendum question shall be
populationin the jurisdiction served by the judge shall make thgrrangedunder s5.60 (7)and shall ask: “Shall all candidates in

notification. thetown of .... for elective town fites be nominated at a nonpar
2. Upon receipt of the notice, each candidate shall flecte  tisanprimary?”.
ration of candidacy in the manner prescribed b§.81 with the (9) If a majority of the votes cast are in théirafative, a non

municipalclerk making the notification no later than 5 p.mttue  partisanprimary, under sub(5), shall thereafter be held to obtain
5th day after thenotification is mailed or personally delivered tacandidatedor elective town dfces.

the candidate by the municipal clerk, except as authorized in this . . .
paragraph.If an incumbent whose name is certified as a nominge (4) NOMINATION IN VILLAGES. (@) If a primary is provided for
fails to file a declaration of candidacy withine time prescribed 1€ nomination of candidates fefective village dices under s.

by this paragraph, each certified candidate for tfieeoheldby 3.11(1m) (bor(c), candidates for thosgquesshall file nomina
theincumbent, other than the incumbent, maydikéeclaration of 10N Papers. In any other case, a majority of the governing body
candidacyno later than 72 hours after the latest time prescribeﬁﬁ.a”y villagemay provide that candidates for elective village
this paragraph. If the candidate haxt filed a registration state °1MCe shall be nominated by nomination papers. Determination

mentunder s11.05at the time of the notification, the candidat®’ the governing body to provide for nomination of candidates by
shallfile the statement with the declaration. nominationpapers shall be made not later than December-1 pre

edingthe election. If nomination by nomination papers is not
rovidedfor under thisparagraph and no primary is proyided for
nomic interests with the board underl9.43 (4)no later than unders.8.11 (1m) (b)or (c), a village shall nominateandidates

4:30 p.m.on the 5th day after notification of nomination is mailegy caucus. L .

or personally delivered to the candidate, or no later than 4:30 p.m{b) Nomination papers shall be signed by not less than 20 nor
onthe next business day after the last day for filing a declaratigrethan 100 electors of the village. The papers shall be-circu
of candidacy whenevehat candidate is granted an extension ¢ft€dnot sooner thabecember 1 preceding the election and shall
time for filing a declaration of candidacy under sudd. befiled with the village clerk not later than 5 p.m. the firse$day

4. Upon receipbf the declaration of candidacy and reg'rstra'n Januaryor the next d.ay iflesday is a holiday
tion statemenbf each qualified candidate, and upon filing of a (c) Notice shall be given, under 4€.01 (2) (a)and10.06 (3)
statemenbf economic interests by each candidate for municip@)-
judge, the municipalclerk, or the county clerk if the judge is (d) When this subsection is used, no additional candidates may
electedunder s755.01 (4) shall place the name of the candidatbe nominated under sufi).
onthe ballot. No later than the end of the 3rd day following guali (5) WHeN PRIMARY IS HELD. Towns and villages adopting the
fication by all candidates, the municipal clerk, or the county clefifonpartisan primary to nominate candidates shall hold a primary
if the judge is elected under785.01 (4) shall draw lots to deter only when the number afandidates for an electiveficg in the
minethe arrangement of candidates’ names on the spl&gion  municipality exceeds twice the number to be elected to timeof
ballot. A primary for the dfce of municipal judge under 55.01 (4)

(k) Within 10 days of the date dfie original caucus, the town shallbe held whenever there are more than 2 candidates for that
boardchairperson or the village president nmegonvene the cau office. Those dices for which a primary has been held shall have
custo correct any procedural error or to nominate a candidate éoly the names of candidates nominated at the primary appear on
a position for which no candidate was nomina&tdhe original the official spring election ballot. When the numbeicahdidates
caucusor for which no candidate nominatedtat original caucus for an ofice does not exceed twice the number to be elected, their
qualified. The municipatlerk shall give notice of the reconvenechamesshall appear othe oficial ballot for the election without
caucusas provided in pa(b). aprimary

(3) TOWN NONPARTISAN PRIMARY. (@) In lieu of sub(1), the (6) MeNoMINEE COUNTY. In counties containing only one
electorseitherby referendum or at the town meeting may providgewn candidates shall be nominated for thiicefof supervisors
for nomination of elective town fife candidates at a nonpartisamat large and by wards, and all applicable provisions of this section
primary conducted as provided in sb). The nomination papers shall applyto their selection. In selecting the candidates for ward
shallbe signed by not less than 20 nor more than 100 electors@pervisorby caucus;ihe candidates for each ward shall be
thetown. The nomination papers shall be circulated not soorgflectedseparatelyand only those electoshall participate in
thanDecember 1 preceding the election ahdll be filed with the eachas are residents of that ward. Any ward candidate seeking
town clerknotlater than 5 p.m. the firstiésday in Januargr the nominationby the circulation of nomination papers shall incerpo

3. A candidate for municipal judge shall, in addition to mal{;
ing the filings required under subg., file a statement oéco

nextday if Tuesday is a holiday ratein the nomination papers a statement thasidpeers are quali
(b) The townclerk shall give notice of the primary under sfied electors of that ward.
10.06(3) (a) History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1973c. 280 1977 c. 3401977 c. 44%s.11, 210,

. L i, . 1979c. 311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 56192 1991 a. 3161993
(c) When this subsection is used, no additional candidates r'gaﬂyéi 266 1995 a. 165.2: 1999 a. 1822005 ajfll49253 S%)o% a. 183, il

be nominated under sufi). Cross-reference: See also sGAB 2.05and2.07, Wis. adm. code.
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8.06 Special elections may be called. Towns, citiesyil- (d) For county executives in counties between 100,000 and
lagesand school districts may call special elections for any pus00,000population, not less than 500 nor more than 1,000 elec
poseauthorized by lawlf an election is called for a special refertors.
endum,the election shall be noticed unde8£5 (e) For county executives in counties under 100,000 popula
History: 1979 c. 321989 a. 192 tion, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.
(f) For supervisors in counties over 500,000 population, not
lessthan 200 nor more than 400 electors.
(g) For supervisors in counties between 100,000 and 500,000

8.07 Validity of nomination papers. Theboard shall pro
mulgaterules under this chapter for use by electidiicialls in

determiningthe validity of nomination papers and SIgnatureSopulation,not less than 100 nor more than 200 eleckxsept

thereon. ided i 3
History: 1983 a. 4841989 a. 359 as proviaed in SUk_i m)._ _ _
Cross-reference: See also S&AB 2.05and2.07, Wis. adm. code. (h) For supervisors in counties under 100,000 population, not

lessthan 20 nor more than 100 electors.

8.10 Nominations for spring election. (1) Candidates for  (hm) For members of the metropolitan sewerage commission
office to be filled at the spring election shall be nominated by-non districts over 1,000,000 population, not less than 1,000 nor
ination papers, or by nomination papers and selection at the pfore than 2,000 electorsn districts over 200,000 but not over

mary if a primary is held, except as provided for towns and vil 000,000population, not less than 200 nor more than 406 elec

lagesunder s8.05 Unless designated in this section 08.85  tors,and in districts not over 200,0p@pulation, not less than 100
the general provisions pertaining to nomination at the partisan fior more than 200 electors.

mary apply (i) For city oficesin 1st class cities, not less than 1,500 nor
(2) (a) Nomination papers for fifes to be filled at the spring morethan 3,000 electorfer city—wide ofices, not less than 200

electionmay be circulated nsooner than December 1 precedingor more than 400 electofer alderpersons elected from alder

the election and mae filed no later than 5 p.m. on the firsteB- manicdistricts and not less than 400 nor more than 800 electors

dayin January preceding the election, or the next dayék@iay for members of the board of school directors elected from election

is a holiday except as authorized in this paragraph. If an incurdistricts.

bentfails to file nomination papers andiaclaration of candidacy  (j) Except as provided in pgm), for city ofiices in 2nd and

by the time prescribed in this paragraph, all candidateth®dr 3rd class cities, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors for

office held by the incumbent, oth#fran the incumbent, may file city-wide ofices and not lesthan 20 nor more than 40 electors

nominationpapers no later thaf® hours after the latest time pre for alderpersons elected from aldermanic districts.

scribedin this paragraph. No extension of the time for filmagni- (jm) For city ofices in 2nd and 3rd class cities, not less than

nation papers applies ithe incumbent files written notification 109 nor more ‘than 200 electors for alderpersons who are not
with the filing ofiicer or agencyvith whom nomination papers areg|ectedirom aldermanic districts.

filed for the ofice which the incumbent holds, no later than 5 p.m

on the 2nd Friday preceding the latest time prescribed in this p "_(k) For city ofices in 4th class cities, not less than 50 nor more

graphfor filing nomination papers, that the incumbent is not a ca fain 100 for city-wide dices and not less than 20 nor more than

didatefor reelection to his or herfife. and the incumbent does 0 electors for alderpersons elected from aldermanic districts.

not file nomination papers for thatfide within the time pre __(km) For school district dicer in any school district which

scribedin this paragraph containsterritory lying within a 2nd class cityot less than 100
L= ) . nor more than 200 electors.

b) Eachnomination paper shall have substantially the follo S . .

() naton pap ve su aly W (ks) For school district diter in any school district which does

ing words printed at the top: nat containterritory lying within a 1st or 2nd class gitfynomina
l, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert caneidagey, haners are required under120.06 (6) (a)not less than 20

lastname plus first name, nickname or initial, and middiee, or more than 100 electors

former legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if! )

desired,but no other abbreviations or titlesgsiding at (insert . (L) Forother dices, not less than 20 nor more than &

candidate’sstreet address) be placed on the ballot at the (sprind Y-

special)election to be held on (date of election) as a candidate so(3m) The county board of any county having a population of

thatvoters will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) foat least 100,000 but not more than 500,000 may prdoyiaedi-

the office of (name of dfce). | am eligible to vote in the (namenancethat the numbeof required signatures on nomination

of jurisdiction or district in which candidate seekfagf). | have papersior the ofice of county supervisor in the county is not less

not signed the nominatiopaper of any other candidate for théhan 50 nor more than 200 electors. A county that enacts such an

sameoffice at this election. ordinancemay repeal the ordinance at a later date. Any ordinance

(c) Eachcandidate shall include his or her mailing address &hangingthe number of signatures undéis subsection takes
the candidates nomination papers. effecton November 15 following enactment of the ordinance.

(3) Thecertification ofa qualified circulator under 8.15 (4)  (4) () All signers on each nomination paper shall reside in the
(@) shall be appended tach nomination papeiThe number of jurisdiction or district which thecandidate named on the paper
requiredsignatures on nomination papers filewtler this section will represent, if elected.

is as follows: (b) Only one signature per person for the sarfieefs valid.
(a) For statewide dites, not less than 2,000 nor more that addition to his or her signature, in order for the signature to be
4,000electors. valid, each signer of a nomination paper shall legibly print his or
(am) For court of appeals judges, not less th&®0 nor more hername in a space provided next to his or her signature and shall
than2.000 electors. ' list his or her municipality of residence for voting purposes, the
(b) ’For judicial ofices not specified in paréa), (am), and(c) stregtand numbeiif any, on which thesigner resides, and the date
) P p ' ' of signing.

notless than 200 nor more than 400 electors. (5) Nominationpapers shall be accompanied by a declaration

(f) Fot: judlic(i)%looﬁces in coEntiezs(g)(\)/oer FOO'OOO populationy¢ candidacy under 8.21 If a candidate has not filed a registra
notless than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors. tion statement under $1.05at the time he or she files nomination
(cm) Forcounty executives in counties over 500,000 pepulgapersthe candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A

tion, not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors. candidatefor state dice or municipal judge shall aldite a state
(cs) For comptrollers in counties with a population of at leastentof economic interests with the boardder s19.43 (4)no
750,000,not less than 500 nor more than 1,000 electors. laterthan 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last dayifiog
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nominationpapers under suf) (a) or no later than 4:30 p.ran (2) MILWAUKEE COuNTY. (@) A primary shall be held in coun
the next business day after the last day whenever that candidatees having a population of 750,000 or more whenever there are
grantedan extension of timéor filing nomination papers under more than twice the number of candidates to be electatigo
sub.(2) (a) office of comptroller
(6) Nomination papers shall be filed: (b) A primary shall be held in counties having a population of
(a) For state dices or seats on a metropolitan seweragecorﬁoo’oooor more whenever there are more than twice the number

mission, if the commissioners arelected under £00.09 (1) of candidates to be electemlany judicial dice within the county
(am), in 'the ofice of the board ’ or to the county board of supervisors from any one district.

(b) For county dfces, in the dfce of the county clerk or board ~ (2m) FIRST CLASS CITY SCHOOLBOARD. A primary shall be
of election commissioners. heldin 1st class cities whenever there are more than 2 candidates

(bm) For municipal judge, if the judge is elected under Lr member of the board of school directors aéar from any
755.01(4), in the ofice of the county clerk or board of electionmectlondIStrICt Inany year
commissionersf the county having the lgest portion of the pep (3) StatE. A primary shall be held if more than 2 candidates
ulationin the jurisdiction served by the judge. file nomination papers for theffice of state superintendent, for
(c) For city ofices and other dites voted for exclusively justice,for court of appeals judge in the same district or for judge
within the municipalityexcept the dice of county supervispin  ©f the same branch of circuit court.
theoffice of the municipal clerk or board of election commission (4) PriMARY EXcLUSIVE. Those dices for which a primary
ers. hasbeen held shall have only the namésandidates nominated
(d) For school district dices to be voted for within more thanatthe primary appear on thefiofal spring election ballot.
onemunicipality with the person designated by the school board (5) COUNTY SUPERVISORS. A primary shall be held in an elec

as;_hte f""}gﬁﬁ'%'?i fzcgr(gwg)r 159(;2002'8‘;'1%%“-3% 571075 0. 93328 tion for countyboard supervisor whenever 3 or more candidates
istory: c. . ; C. c. 57 C. ) [
4221977 ¢. 187340, 427, 445,448 1979 ¢. 221249, 260, 355 1983 a, 4841085 (1€ nomination papers.

a.89,304; 1989 a. 88290, 1993 a. 140184, 266, 1995 a. 16.2; 1999 a. 153.672 History: 1973 c. 185s.7; 1973 c. 2431977 c. 187445, 449 1979 c. 260311,
1999a. 1822001 a. 1032005 a. 4512007 a. 12011 a. 6275, 2013 a. 160174 ~ 1983a. 192484 1985 a. 225304 1989 a. 192290, 1999 a. 15.672 2007 a. 83
Cross—reference: See also s$AB 2.05 2.07, and6.04, Wis. adm. code. 2011a. 62

A petitioner who timely filed with the county clerk rather than with the elections Cross-reference: See also SSAB 2.05and2.07, Wis. adm. code.

boardunder sub. (6) (a) is barred from the ballot. State ex rel. AhlgvirSitate Elec
tionsBoard,82 Ws. 2d 585263 N.W2d 152(1978). 8.12 Presidential preference vote. (1) SELECTION OF
_ _ ) NAMES FORBALLOT. (@) No later than 5 p.m. on the 2naEgday

8.11 Spring primary . (1) Citv. (a) A primarymay be held in December of the year before each year in which electors for
in any city for the nomination of candidates for citfice. When presidentand vice president are to be electhd,state chairperson
a majority of all the members of the governing body of a cityf each recognizegolitical party listed on the fitial ballot at the
decideupon a spring primary for any specific election, they shalistgubernatorial election whose candidate for governor received
soprovide not later than 3 days after the deadtimdiling nomi-  at least 10% of the total votes cast for théitefmay certify to the
nationpapers. boardthat the party will participate in the presidential preference

(b) Any city may provide by charter ordinance, under frimary. For each party filing such a certification, the voters of
66.0101 that whenever ®r more candidates file nominationthis state shall at the spring electibe given an opportunity to
papersfor a city ofice, a primary to nominate candidatestioe expresgheir preference for the person to be the presidential-candi
office shall be held. dateof that party

(c) Whenever electors, equal to at least 10% of the vote for(b) On the first Tiesday in January of each yearthe next day
governorin the city at the last general election, file a petition coff Tuesday is a holidayn which electors for president and vice
forming to the requirements of 8.40with the city clerk request presidentare to be elected, there shadl convened in the capitol
ing a primary within 3 days after the deadline for filing nominatioa committee consisting of, for each party filing a certification
papersthere shall be a primary for any specific election. underthis subsection, the state chairperson of that state pgety or

(d) When the number of candidates for any cificefdoes not Nizationor the chairpersos’designee, one national committee
exceedtwice the number to be elected to théicef no primary Man and one national committeewoman designated bttite

may be held for the dice andthe candidates’ names shall appedghairpersonthe speaker and the minority leadéthe assembly
onthe ballot for the ensuing election. or their designees, and the president and the minority leader of the

; . senateor their designees. All designatiostsall be made in writ
(Im) ViLLAGE. (a) If avillage has provided undes05 (4) o4 thehoard. This committee shallganize by selecting an

(a;?'for tfhe filing o_ff.noTlna_ltlon ﬁapers by canbd|gatefs fr?r V!llllagé]c?ditionalmember who shall be the ch%lziirrp])ermr)nlj shall degter

offices for a specific election, the governing body of the village . :

may, no later than 3 days after the deadline for filimgnination ine,and certify to the board, no later than on the Friday fellow

i y> < : . ) ing the date on which the committee convenes undeptris
{)haepseF;fiﬁgoglr(ijri;?; nomination of candidates foliage ofices at 20 “the namesof all candidates of the political parties

: ) ) representeadn the committee for the fafe of president ofthe

(b) Any village may provide by charter ordinance, under gjnjted States. The committehall place the names of all candi
66.0101 that whenever 3r more candidates file nominationgateswhose candidacy is generally advocatetkoognized in the
papersfor a village ofice, a primary tanominate candidates for nationalnews media throughout the United States on the ballot,
the office shall be held. andmay in addition, place the names of other candidates on the

(c) Whenever the electors of/dlage, equal to at least 10 per ballot. The committee shall have sole discretion to determine that
centof thevote for governor in a village at the last general-elea candidacy igenerally advocated or recognized in the national
tion, file a petition conforming to the requirements d.40with  news media throughout the United States.
the village clerk requesting primary no later than December 1 (c) No laterthan 5 p.m. on the lasti@sday in January of each
precedinghe spring election, there shall be a primary for any spgresidentiakelection yearany person seeking the nomination by
cific election. the national convention of a political party filingcrtification

(d) When the number of candidafes any village dice does underthis subsection for the fide of president of the United
not exceed twice the number to be elected to thieepho primary Statesor anycommittee aganized in this state on behalf of and
may be held for the dite andthe candidates’ names shall appeawith the consent of such person, may submit to the board a petition
on the ballot for the ensuing election. to have thepersons name appear on the presidential preference
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ballot. The petition may be circulated no sooner than the firdte deadline may have their names appear on fi@abfpartisan
Tuesdayin January of such yeaor the next day if Gesday is a primary ballot.

hollda_.y, andshall be Slgned by a number of quahfled electors (2) On|y one Signature pgrerson for the samefigfe is valid.
equalin each congressional district to not less than 1,000-5igg addition to his or her signature, in order for the signature to be
turesnor more than 1,500 signatures. The form of the petitiQa|ig, each signer of a nomination paper shall legibly print his or
shallconform to the requirements ofés40. All signers on each nername in a space provided next to his or her signature and shall
separateetition paper shall reside in the same congressional qjg his or her municipality of residence for voting purposes, the
trict. streetand numbeiif any, on which thesigner resides, and the date

(d) The board shall forthwith contact each person whose nagfésigning.
has been placed in nomination under {grand notifyhim or her
that his or her name will appear on thesébnsin presidential
preferenceallot unless he or she files, no later than 5 p.nthen Al e T e 9 S
last Tuesday in January stich yeamwith the board, a disclaimer Séntativein congress shall reside in thaisdiction or district
statingwithout qualification that he or she is not and does nythich thecandidate named on the paper will represent, if elected.
intend to become candidate for the fide of president of the  (4) (a) The certification ofiqualified circulator stating his or
United States athe forthcoming presidential election. The-disher residence with street and numbigéany, shall appear ghe
claimermay be filed with the boarly certified mail, telegram, or bottomof each nomination papestatinghe or she personally eir
in person. culatedthe nomination paper amersonally obtained each of the

(2) BaLLoTs. The form of the dicial ballots shall be pre Signatureshe or she knowthey are electors of the ward, alder
scribedby the board. The ballot shall provide to an eletiier Manicdistrict, municipality or countyas the nominatiopapers
opportunityto vote for an uninstructed delegation to represent tiduire;he or she knowthey signed the paper with full know
stateat the presidential nominating convention of his or her par§dgeof its content; he or she knows their respective residences
or to writein the name of a candidate for the presidential noming@iven; he or she knows easigner signed on the date stated eppo
tion of his or her party site his or her name; and, that he or she, the circulatarqualified

(3) RePORTINGOFRESULTS. No later than Mayt5 following the electqrpf this state, or if not a ql_JaIified elector of this .state, is a
presidentiapreference primarghe board shall notify each state”-S- citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a resident of this
party organization chairperson undgub.(1) (b) of the results of State,would not bedisqualified from voting under §.03 Wis.

the presidential preference primary within the state and withff{ats-that he or she intends to support the candidate; and that he
eachcongressional district. or she is aware that falsifying the certification is punishabfer

History: 1973 c. 334s.16, 57: 1975 c. 93185, 199, 422 1977 c. 4271979 c.  S.12.13 (3) (a)Wis. stats. The circulator shall indicate the date
34, 260, 311, 355 1983 a. 4841985 a. 304s.100t0 106, 156 1987 a. 3911989  thathe or she makes the certification next to his orsiggrature.

a. 1921993 a. 1841995 a. 165.2; 1999 a. 1822003 a. 242011 a. 45 e ot : e
The nationaldemocratic party has a protected right of political association and mThe certification may be made by the candidate or any qua“fled

not be compelled to seat delegat¢®sen in an open primary in violation of theg},rcmator-

party'srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981). (b) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declaration

. . . . of candidacy under 8.21 If a candidate for state or locafioé

8.125 ~ Accessibility ~of presidential caucuses. ~ Anypolit-  paq ot filed a registration statement unddd5at the time he

ical party which holds a caucus open to the public foptrpose , gefiles nomination papers, the candidate shall file the-state

of selecting delegates to the national presidential nominatirg Cbntwith the papers. A candidate fstate dfice shall also file

ventionof the party shall hold the caucusaiplace which is acces 3 giatement of economic interests with the board under43 (4)

S'El.et(t)? .p:igggnsslorlwheelchalrs. no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for
istory: & filing nomination papers under siih), or no latethan 4:30 p.m.

8.13 Commission city primary . At the first primary after onthe next business day after the last day whenever that candidate

adoptionof the commission form of governmehe 2 candidates is granted an extensiaf time for filing nomination papers under
for mayorand the 4 candidates for council members receiving the9-(+)-
highestnumberof votes shall be nominated. At subsequent pri (5) (a) Each nomination papshall have substantially the fol
mariesthe 2 candidates receiving the most votes for eittieof lowing words printed at the top:
shallbe nominated. Only the names of the nominees shall appeay, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candidate’
onthe spring election ballot. lastname plus first name, nickname or initial, and middiene,
History: 1985 a. 135.83 (2) former legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if
desired but no other abbreviations or titles) residing at (insert can
h(gdate’sstreet address) be placed on the ballot at the (general or
esgecial)election to be held on (date of election) as a candidate rep
resentinghe (name of party) so that voters will have the opportu
nity to vote for (him or her) for the fafe of (hame of dice). | am
I[igibleto vote in (name of jurisdiction or district in which candi

(3) All signers oreach separate nomination paper for all state
offices, county ofices, andhe ofices of U.S. senator and repre

8.15 Nominations for partisan primary . (1) Nomination
papersmay be circulated no sooner than April 15 preceding tl
generalelection and may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on Jun
precedingthe partisan primarexcept as authorized in this sub
section. If an incumbent fails to fileomination papers and a dec
larationof candidacy by 5 p.m. on June 1 preceding the partis ; L
primary, all candidat){es ¥or tﬁe fode held by tkrl)e incum%ermir?er ateseeks dfce). | have not signed the nomination paper of any
thanthe incumbent, majle nomination papers no later than 72°thercandidate for the samefie® at this election.

hoursafter the latest time prescribed in this subsection. No-exten (b) Each candidate shall include bisher mailing address on
sion of the time for filing nomination papers applies if theum  the candidates nomination papers.

bentfiles written notification with the filing dicer or agency with (6) The number of required signatures on nomination papers
whomnomination papers are filed for théicé which the incum  gnaii'pe as follows:

bentholds, no later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd Friday preceding the . '

latesttime prescribed in this subsection for filing nominatile O(g())e'recgtgrtgtew'de 6ces, not less than 2,000 nor more than
papersthat the incumbent is not a candidaterielection to his ™ ) ) .
or her ofice, and the incumbent does not file nomination papers (b) For representatives in congress, not less than 1,000 nor
for that ofice within the time prescribed in this subsection. Onl{norethan 2,000 electors.

thosecandidates for whom nomination papers containingnéee (c) For state senators, not less than 400 nor more than 800 elec
essarysignatures acquired within the allotted time and filed befoters.
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(d) For representatives to the assemibbt less than 200 nor  (4) A recognizedolitical party which participated in the most
more than 400 electors. recentgubernatorial election but loses its ballot position and sub
(dm) For district attorneys, not lesisan 500 nor more than Sequentlyregains such position undei5s62 (2)does not cease to
1,000electors in prosecutorial units over 100,000 population ahg @ political party for purposes of qualification under syBk.

notless than 200 nor more than 400 electors in prosecutorial ugis! (3)-

of 100,000 population or less. (6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes

(e) For county dices, not less than 500 nor more than 1,00@spectivelyfor the ofices of governor and lieutenant governor on
electorsin counties over 100,000 population and not less than 28y party ballot at a primary shall be the pastjgint candidates
nor more than 400 electors in counties of 100,000 populationfor the ofices, and their nameshall so appear on thefiofal ballot
less. atthe next election.

(7) A candidate may not run in more than one party primary (7) Nomineeschosenat a national convention and under s.
atthe saméime. No filing oficial may accept nomination papers8.18(2) by each party entitled to a partisan primary ballot shall be
for the same person in the same election for more than one pahyparty’s candidates fgpresident, vice president and presiden
A person who files nomination papers as the candidate of a néal electors. The stater national chairperson of each such party
ognizedpolitical party maynot file nomination papers as an indeshall certify the names of the parsyhominees for president and

pendenttandidate for the samefigk at the same election. vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on theltietday
(8) Nomination papers shall be filed: in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall
(a) For state dices and the ditesof U.S. senator and repre P€iN one of the formats authorized in7s08 (2) (a)

History: 1975 c. 4]193,199 1977 c. 107383 427,447, 1983 a. 4841985 a. 304

sentativein congress, in 'the fife of the board. 19874, 391 1989 4. 312011 4. 3275,
(b) For county dices, in the dfce of the county clerk or board Cross-reference: See also GAB 6.04 Wis. adm. code.
of election commissioners. Thevote percentage requirement set forth in sub. (2) applies to special partisan pri

History: 1971 c. 304s.13, 29 (1) (2); 1973 c. 334.57: 1977 c. 107427 1979  maryelections. 61 AtyGen. 172. . .
¢. 249 260,311, 1983 a. 29484 1985 a. 3041989 a. 311993 a. 14(P13 266 1999 The5 percent requirement of sub. (2) does not violate equal protection nor burden
a 182 2001 a. 1092065 a 4512007 a 1’20]1 a.'32 75 2013 a. 160 theright to associate and cast votds@ively. Blair v. Hebl,498 F Supp. 751980).

Cross-reference: See also s&AB 2.09 2.11, and6.04 Wis. adm. code. - . - )
_ Theban on multiple party nominations under sub. (7) does not burdessheia ~ 8.17  Political party committees. (1) (a) Political parties
;rllolrgzlnrrl%rgigég(')__llztlé:%lgg?itgagsl?nd is justified by compelling state interests. Swama“fying for a separate ballot unders62 (1) (b)or (2) shall

' ' ’ elect their party committeemen and committeewomen as pro
8.16 Partisan nominations. (1) Except as provided in sub. Vided under subS) (b). The function of committeemen and com
(2), the persowho receives the greatest number of votes for dpitteewomeris to represent their neighborhoods in the structure
office on a party ballot at any partisan primarggardless of Of @ political party Committeemen and committeewomen shall
whetherthe persors name appears on the ballot, shallthe &actas liaison representatives between their parties andshe

appearon the oficial ballot at the next election. committeemerand committeewomen shall include, but not be

limited to, identifying voters; assistance in voter registration

(2) A person whaeceives only write—in votes shall not appegjjyjyes: increasing voter participation in political parties: polling
on the ballot as the candidate of a recognized political party for 2 sther methods of passing information from residents to-politi
office whenever no candidasehame appears on the ballot for thaly| harties anelected public dicials; and dissemination of infor

office unless the person receivaiseast 5% of the vote cast in the, ationfrom public oficials to residents For assistance in those
jurisdictionor district for the partg gubernatorial candidate at the; g other activities of interest to a political passachcommittee

lastgeneral election or the number of votes equivalent to the mi nand committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in
mum number of signatures required on nomination papers for jglseq ctivities in each ward, if the election district served by the
office under s8.15 (6) whichever is greatgand unless: committeemanor committeewoman includes more thane

(a) The person files a declaration of candidacy und@24.  \ard. In an election district which includes mdh&n one ward,
no later than $.m. on the 3rd day after notification of nominationhe committeeman or committeewoman shall coordinate the
is mailed or personally delivered to the person by the filifigesf  activitiesof the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or
or agency for the dite sought; her party

(b) If the personis a candidate for statefiok, the person files () Each political party shall elect one committeeman or-com
a statement of economic interests und@®s43 (4) no later than - mjtteewomarfrom each election district. In this section, each vil
4:30p.m. on the 3rd day afteotification of nomination is mailed |age each town and each city is an “electiistrict”; except that

or personally delivered to the person by the board; and in cities having a population of more than 7,500 which are divided
(c) Ifthe person is a candidate for state or lod&t®ftheper into aldermanic districts, each aldermanic district is an “election

sonfiles a registration statement undei¥.05 district”; and in citieshaving a population of more than 7,500
(2m) Independentcandidates may not be nominated byvhich are not divided into aldermanic districts and villages or

write—in votes but shall file nomination papers undes.20 ownshaving a population of more than 7,500, each ward or group

of combined wards under 5.15 (6) (b)constituting a polling

‘ 3) \ll_\/_helrethe bounkdaérifeshof aééiistricthin Whié:h the Cﬁndidastgaceon April 15 of the year in which committeemen or coramit
of a political party seeks lnte havebeen changed since the MOS{ae\yomerare elected is afelection district”. D be eligible to

recentgubernatorial election suchat it is not possible to calkcu ggye a5 its committeeman or committeewoman, an individual
latethe exact percentage of write-in votes, under &bwhich oo 1he at the time of filing nomination papers or at the time of

areneeded by that candidate to become the nominee of the paffy,,inimenunder this section, a resident of the election district

thenumber of votes cast for a political pastyominee for gover i he or she is chosen to represent and shall be at least 18 years
nor at the last general election in each ward or aldermanic distr age

or each municipality where there are no wards, which is wholly @) .Theterm of ofice of each committeeman oommittee

containedwithin the boundaries of the newly formed district shall :
be calculated. If a candidate of a political party in a newly form&(pmanshall end on the date of the meetiegd under sulfs) (b)
lowing each partisan primary

district does not obtain 5% of the number of votes calculated or
numberof votes equivalent to the minimum numbesignatures (5) (a) The county committee of each political party shallcon
requiredunder s8.15 (6) whichever is greatethe candidatshall ~ sistof the duly elected committeemand committeewomen and
notappear on the ballot as the candidatthaf party for the fite  appointedcommitteemen and committeewomen residing in the
sought. county.
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(b) A combined meeting of the county committee and mem (b) For each assembly district lying wholljthin one county
bers in good standing of the party in the county shall be held the county committee shall ele2tpersons from each assembly
soonerthan 15 days after the partisan primary and no later thdistrict as members of the congressional district committee.
April 1 of the following year At this meeting, the party commit  (c) For each assembly district lying partially within one
teemeror committeewomen and the county committéie@s of  county,thecounty committee shall elect one person as a member
chairperson,yice chairperson, secretary atréasurer shall be of the congressional district committee, except that the county
filled by election by thencumbent committeemen, committee committeemay elect additional members so thatthenty has at

womenand other party membeggesent and voting, each ofleast2 members on the committee of each congressihsiict
whomis entitled to one vote. Ahis meeting, the county commit in which it lies.

teeshall elect the members of the congressional district committee(d) County committees may elect alternate members to con

asprovided in sub(6) (b), (c) and(d). The secretary of the county essjonatiistrict committees on the same basis and in the same
committeeshall give at least 7 days’ written notice of the meeting,mpers as they are entitled to elect under payand(c).

to party and committee members. Individuals elected as county(e) At least once every yeahe chairperson of the congres

committeeofficers or as congressional district committee MeMjonaldistrict committee shall call, with at least 30 days’ notice in

?eeg\fvrgﬁ]égeﬂ?g; erz ?g;&iglé')r%g t[?a?t(;’ ;%%rg'et:geimé?;g't;n OIw_riting to the chairperson die county committee, or committees
ing. The térms of committeemen and committeewomen, cou ! g_W|t_h|n the d's.mCt’ f(.)r acaucus of membgrs of th.e party in
committeeofficers and congressiondistrict committee mem edistrict. Committee dices of chairperson, vice chairperson,
bersbegin during the meeting immediatelgon completion and S€Crétaryand treasurer shall be filled by:aucus in the time and
verification of the voting for each &ite mannerprescribed by the constitution of either the distimn
g Lo . mitteeor the state committee. Individuals elected to thefieesf
(bm) A county committee may require that candidates fopaype, but are naequired to be, members of the congressional

party committeemen and committeewomen file nominatiogjstrict committee. Theecretary shall provide notice of all meet
paperswith the county committee prior to the combimadeting ings of the congressional district committee.

underpar (b). The form, content and circulation and filidgad

lines of the nomination papers shall be established by the county{?) (&) Duly elected or appointed committeemen and commit
committee. teewomerresiding in any political subdivisioor assembly dis

tfrict may oganize a committee fdheir area upon presenting a
tition therefor to the congressional district committee, which
tition shall be signed by at least 25% of the committeemen and

ommitteewomenvho reside in that same area. Upon filing such
a petition:

(c) The secretary of the county committee shall notify t
county clerk in writing of the name and address of the elect ri
countycommittee chairperson within 10 days of his or her-ele
tion.

h(q) The cptarl]lrpetrstonf the c_?tuntyfctcr)]mmlttee shacljl nggfghe 1. The chairperson of the congressional district committee
chairpersorot the staté commitiee of tné Names and aodresSey, ) ¢4 the first meeting within 10 days of delivery of i
the individuals elected as congressional district committee-mefiy

o : - ion.
berswithin 10 days of their election. . - .
(€) Except as{;luthorized in this paragraph, all county comm 2. The secretary of the congressional district committee shall

. ¢ ive at least 5 days’ advance written notafehe meeting to all
teemeetings shall be called by the chairperson of the county COIR ) mitteemengommitteewomen and party members residing in
mittee. The secretary of the county committee shall give at quﬁ area of the new committee
7 days'written notice of each meeting to the committee members. 3 C ittee di f ch N . hai
A majority of committee members maypon petition to the chair = dc;mml ee f::ellst;) ?llaclir[:t))ers?n,tylcg cthalrperson, secre
personsigned by all of them, dematidat the chairperson call atﬁr{ an _éegs%uretrhs a Gt’ e ytte ec 'Og In ebsafr_“edng)an_nzr as
meeting. If after 3 days the chairperson has failed to daree, NatProviced iorhe county commitiee, and may be Tilied by-indi

demandingnembers may designate one of them to call and piédualswho are not committeemen or committeewomen.

sideat a meeting, also upon laast 7 days’ written notice to all 4. Additional meetings may be called in the same manner as
committeemembers.The member so designated shall provide tifBatprovided for the county committee under s(#).(e)

notice. Meetings called in either manner have equal standing. 5. Holders of committee fi€es may be removed aisdbse

(f) Any of the countcommittee dfcers named in pagb) may quentvacancies filled in the same manner as that providettiéor
beremoved from dice at any meeting dhe committee if at least countycommittee under sus) (f).
two-thirdsof thecommitteemen or committeewomen are present; 6. Committeemen and committeewomeho are members
atleast 7 days’ written notice of the meeting is given to memberscommittees @anized in any political subdivision or assembly
of the party in theounty; the notice discloses that discussion dlistrict retain their status as members of the county committee.
theremoval of one or morefafers is on the agenda; and tiatice (b) Assemblydistrict committees shall also include as mem
includesand identifies this paragraph. Any such removal, angrsthose individuals elected by the county committee under sub.
subsequeriilling of a vacancyshall be by vote of the committee (6) as members of the congressional district committee.
men, committeewomen and party members present and VOtIng’(8) (a) The congressional district committee shall elect at least

eachof whom is entlt_led to one vote. o 2 individuals to become members of the state committee. Those
(9) Any vacancy in any county committedicg, excepthe glectedmay be, but are not required to be, members of the district

officesnamed in pai(b) shall be filled by the countyommittee, committee.

exceptthat the county committee chairperson may temporifily 1) 16 state committee may consist solely of members elected

any vacancy underpat (a) or may consist of those members asdnany other

(h) The county committee may appoint a committeeman gfemberscalled for and chosen in the manner prescribed in the
committeewomarfor any election district in whicho one was constitutionof the state committee.

elected. An appointedommitteemaror committeewoman has
the same responsibilities and may engemgthe same activities as
anelected committeeman or committeewoman.

(9) (a) If a county has no committee as provided by &)b.
(a), residents of that county may voluntarfrm a committee,

. - o which, upon approval of the state committee and certification by
(i) Each committee and itsfiurs shall have the powers HsU yhe secretary of the statommittee to the board and the county
ally exercised by committees and theifiasirs. clerk or board of election commissioners, shall then become the
(6) (&) The congressional district committee shall consist ebuntycommittee with equal standing as if it had beeanized
memberselected by the county committee or committeeder undersub.(5) (a) This standing shall remain unless and until a

pars.(b) and(c). committeeis olganized under sulf5) (a)
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(b) Members of a committeeganized under pafa) are not, 8.19 Party name. (1) The state&committee of any party pell
andshall not be known as, committeemen and committeewomeng less than 75,000 presidential votes in this state in the last elec

(10) Committeemerand committeewomen who arembers (0N may change the name of the parfihe newname may not

in good standing of their county parties, by virtdi¢heir ofices, duplicattlebthart] of an exis.tinglnationgl par t#‘ hcke]rtifigate of
shallbe granted credentials for participation in aaycus or con aPprovalby the partys national committee which has besnit

vention calledby their congressional district committees or th€d Py the national committee secrefatije statecommittee
statecommittee, and those credentishgll be distributed at least Shairpersorand the state committee secretary shall be filed with

21 days in advance of the meetingthg secretary of the commit the board.
teecalling the caucus or convention. (2) The new name shall takefeft upon certification.

(11) Thenames of the committees shall be thfahe identify ~ (3) Everypolitical party entitled, under §.62, to have its can
ing name followecby Party of ...., the blank to be filled with thedidateson the partisan primargnd general election ballots has

nameof the countycongressional district, or other geographi€xclusiveright to the use of the name designating it at any election
areas. involving political parties. The board shall not certify ribe

county clerk print the name of any person whose nomination

- ° -~ paperdndicate a party name comprising a combination of existin
political party under $5.62 (1) (bor (2) shall notify the board in. pa?[y names quglifg%,ng WordsphEasesg prefixes or dixes in J
writing of the name and address of the elected state Comm'@éﬁnectionmi'th any existing party namé.

chairpersorwithin 10 days of his or her election. History: 1973 c. 334.57: 1975 ¢. 931993 a. 1842011 a. 75

History: 1971 ¢.304s.29 (1) (2);1971 c. 3361973 c. 3341979 . 26031, Crose ref . Sen o150 BAB 6.04 Wie. adm code.
3551981 c. 16, 1983 a. 484543 1985 a. 131304 1987 a. 3911991 a. 3161993 rossIelerence: See aiso 4 Wis. adm. code
a.184 1999 a. 1822003 a. 2652011 a. 75

(12) Thesecretary of the state committafeeach recognized

8.20 Nomination of independent candidates. (1) Inde-
8.18 Nomination of presidential electors. (1) Candi- pendennominations may be made for anyie# to be voted for

datesfor the senate and assembly nominated by each politiéa@ny general or partisan special election.

partyat the primarythe state dicers and the holdover state sena  (2) (a) Nomination is by nomination paper&ach nomina
tors of each political party shall meet in the state capitol at 10 a.tian paper shall have substantially the following words printed at
on the first Tuesday in October of each year in which there isthe top:

presidentialelection. I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candidate’
(2) The purpose of the convention is to nominate one-prestname plus first name, nickname or initial, and middiene,
idential elector from each congressional district and 2 electoigmer legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if
from the state at lge. The names of the nominees shall be-certlesired,but no other abbreviations or titlesgsiding at (insert
fied immediatelyby the chairperson of the state committee of eachndidate’'streetaddress) be placed on the ballot at the (general

partyto the chairperson of the board. or special) election to be held on (dafeslection) as a candidate
History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 931977 c. 4271993 a. 1842007 a. 1 [(representinghe (name of party)) or (representing the pFinCi
L ) . . ple(s) of (statement of principles))] so that voters will have the
8.185 Write—in candidates for president and vice pres - - gpportunityto vote for (him or her) for the fife of (name of

ident. (1) The names of candidates for presicemd vice presi office). | am eligible to votén the (name of jurisdiction or district
dentmay be writterin, in the place provided, on the general ballgh which candidate seeksfiog). | have not signed the nomination
atthe general election for choosing the president and vice presdperof any other candidate for the samficefat this election.

dentof the United States. #te—in votes shall bésted as scatter (b) Each candidate shall include bisher mailing address on

ing unless the person whose name is written in has a list of PIeS, candidates nomination papers

idential electorson file with the board in accordance with this Inth of candidates for the fides of id dvi
sectionor unless the person whose nagweritten in has received __ (€) ; nt ﬁcas candicates for t ’i ”es 0 p_resl; eﬁt an d%(:e ,
morethan 10% of the total vote castthe ward, or in the munici Presidentthe nomination papers shall contain both candidates

P o : namesthe ofice for which each is nominated; the residence and
pality if not divided into wards. ! ’ e

. ] ) ) . post-officeaddress of each; and the party or principles they-repre

(2) Any candidates for the fote of president and vice presi sent,if any, in 5 words or less. In the case of candidates for the
dentOf the Un|ted States as write—in Cand|dates Sha" flle a |ISt @ﬁices of governor and |ieutenarg0vernor the nomination
presidentiaklectors and a declaration of candidacy innttzeiner papersshall contain both candidates’ names or the nafraecan
prescribedn s.8.21with the board no later than 4:30 p.m. on th@ligatefor eitheroffice; the ofice for which each candidate is nem
2nd Tuesday preceding the daytbe general election to choosenated:the residence and postfioé address of each candidate;
the pr(.aSIdent and. Vlce.preSIdent Of the Ur”ted States. The ||St Smhthe party or princip|es each candidate represents’ 7|ﬁra5y
containone presidential elector from each congressional distrigbrds or less.

Snzjzfelectors_dfrorP th(ej state Iatge_o?ndttfhe nahmest(r)]f the (t:angi (d) Nomination papers for president and vice president shall
ates_forl pr;es(; eg anl_ vice p'f?hs'th?n ct))r wt_om eybln end §a one candidate for presidential elector from each congressional
vote, It elected. Lompliance with this subsection may be WalVelrict and 2 candidate®r presidential elector from the state at

by the board but only if the results of the general election indic ; ; ; ; ;
thata write—in candidate for thefade of president is eligible to ngf\i/va;(l)e\(l:vtlg&/.ote for the candidates for president and vice presi

receivethe electoral votes of this state exceptrfoncompliance e o .
with this subsection. In such event, the wril?e—in cangidate sh li(S) The certification ofa qualified circulator under 8.15 (4)
haveuntil 4:30 p.mon the Friday following the general electiori®) Shall be appended to each nomination paper
to comply with the filing requirements of this subsection. (4) The number of required signatures on nomination papers
(3) If more than one list of presidential electorfiésl with the fOF independent candidates stizdl the same as the number speci
boardby any write—in candidates for thefios of president and fiedin s.8.15 (6) For independent presidential electors intending
vice president of the United States, the fiistfiled shall be con to vote for the same can_dldates for president and vice president,
sideredthe valid list, provided that this list meets the additioné'i‘enﬂwbeaog(;gqli'retd signatures shall be notteas 2,000 nor
requirementf this section. morethan 4,000 electors.

L . . . (5) Only one signature pgrerson for the samefidfe is valid.
(4) Write—in votes for president and vice president shall bg aqgition to his or her signature, in order for the signature to be
countedas provided in s7.50 (2) (i)

X valid, each signer shall legibly print his or her name in a spaee pro
. géSthég, 1971 ©. 30%.29 (2§ 1973 ¢. 334,57, 1977 ¢. 4271981 ¢. 37821 yidadi next to his or her signature and shall listdriger municipal
Cross-reference: See also SSAB 6.04 Wis. adm. code. ity of residence for voting purposes, the street and nyrifilbes,

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.17(9)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/5.62(1)(b)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/5.62(2)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/336
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/116
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/549
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/131
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/182
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/75
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/93
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.21
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/7.50(2)(i)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334,%20s.%2057
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377,%20s.%2021
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377,%20s.%2023
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%206.04
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/5.62
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334,%20s.%2057
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/93
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/75
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/GAB%206.04
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.15(4)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.15(4)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/8.15(6)

9 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. Database NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS 8.25

on which the signeresides, and the date of signing. Signers ¢din the name of the candidatethe form specified under8.10
eachnomination paper shall residetie same jurisdiction or dis (2) (b) for candidates for nonpartisarfioé or s.8.15 (5) (a)or
trict which the candidate named therein will represent, if electe8120(2) (a)for candidates for partisanfice and shall state all of

(6) Nominationpapers shall be accompanied by a declaratidhe following:
of candidacy under 8.21 If a candidate for stater local ofice (a) That the signer is a candidate for a namédeof

has not filed a registration statement undéi95at the time he (b) That the signer meets, or will at tfi@e he or she assumes

or shefiles nomination papers, the candidate shall file the staigice meet applicable age, citizenship, residenayvoting qual
mentwith the papers. A candidate fstate dfice shall also file iication requirements, if anyrescribed by the constitutioaad
astatement of economic interests with the board undéx43 (4) | 5usof the United States and of this state.

no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for (c) That the signewill otherwise qualify for dice if nomi
filing nomination paperander sub(8) (a) or no later than 4:30 oatedand electedg q

p.m.on the next business day after the last day whenever that " ) ) )
didateis granted an extension of time for filing nomination papers (3) Thedeclaration of candidacy shall include the candidate’
undersub.(8) (a) namein the form in which it will appear on the ballot.

(7) Nominationpapers shall be filed in thefick of the board  (4) Eachcandidate for state ardcal ofice shall include in
for all state dices and the dites of U.S. senator and representathe declaration of candidacy all of the following:
tive in congress, and in thefiok of county clerk or board of elec () A statement that the candidate has not been convicted of
tion commissioners for all countyfafes. any misdemeanor designated under statiederal law as a viola

(8) (a) Nomination papers for independent candidates for align of the public trust or any felony for which the candidate has
t been pardoned.

office to be voted upoat a general election, except president, vi ) ) S
presidentand presidential electomay becirculated no sooner  (b) A statement that discloses the candidatetnicipality of
thanApril 15 precedinghe election and may be filed no later thanesidencefor voting purposes, and the street and nupibany,

5 p.m. on the June 1 preceding the partigimary except as onwhich the candidate resides.

authorizedn this paragraph. If an incumbent fails to file nomina  (5) The declaratiorf candidacy is valid with or without the
tion papers and a declaration of candidacy by 5 p.m. on June 1 gealof the oficer who administers the oath.

cedingthe partisan primanall candidates for thefufe held by ) A candidate for stater local ofice shall file an amended
the incumbent, other than the incumbent, may file nominatiog, c\arationof candidacy under oatwith the same dier or
paperso later than 72 hours after the latest time prescribed in t ﬁencyif any information containeth the declaration of candi

paragraph.No extension of théme for filing nomination papers dacy changes at any time after the original declaration of-candi

appliesif the incumbent files written notification with the filing g . . .
officer or agency with whom nominatiqrapers are filed for the ancgl':cft':gg 2??13:?]?{;: Qﬁ candidatesumes @te or is defeated

office which the incumbent holds, no later than 5 p.m. on the 2fid, © "™ 003", e 94 1985 a 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 1401999 a. 182
Friday preceding the latest time prescribed in this paragf@ph 5001 a. 1092005 a. 149

filing nomination papers, that the incumbent is not a candidate fatross-reference: See also GAB 6.04 Wis. adm. code.

reelectionto his or her dfce, and the incumbent does not file A candidatdor election to Congress need not be a resident of the district at the time

i i 3 ithi i i i ic heor she files nomination papers and executes the declaration of intent to accept the
nominationpapers for that Gite within the time prescnbed in this office if elected. A candidate for Congress must be an inhabitant of the state at the

paragraph. time of election. 61 AttyGen. 155.
(am) Nomination papers for independeaindidates for presi
dentand vice president, and the presidential electors designa@e2b Election of state and federal officers. (1) Pres
to represent them, may be circulated no sooner than Jad1 ipENTIAL ELECTORS. By general ballot at the general election for
may be filed not later than 5 p.m. on the firsteBday in August choosingthe presidenaind vice president of the United States
preceding a presidential election. thereshall beelected as many electors of president and vice-presi
(b) Nomination papergor independent candidates for anydentas thisstate is entitled to elect senators and representatives in
office to be voted upon at a partisan special election shall be circangress.A vote for the president and vice president nominations
latedand filed as provided in 8.50 (3) (a) of any party is a vote for the electors of the nominees.

_(9) Personsiominated by nomination paperithout a recog (2) UNITED STATES SENATOR. One senator to serve in the
nizedpolitical party designation shall be placedtima oficial bal  ynited States congress shall be chosen at the general election in

lot at the generatlection and at any partisan election to the righige2and every 6 yearhereafter and another in 1964 and every
or below the recognized politicglarty candidates in their own g years thereafter

columnor row designated “Independent”. If the candidateime

alreadyappears under a recognized politipatty it may not be 3) REPRESENTATIVEIN CONGRESS. One representative to serve
listed on the independent ballot, column or row in the United States congress shall be chésen each congres

History: 1971 c. 242304 1973 c. 334.57; 1975 c. 3691977 c. 107287,427,  Sionaldistrict at the general election held in eaglen—-numbered

1979c. 249260, 1981 c. 3771983 a. 29484 1985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 140  year.
2661999 a. 632, 182, 186, 2001 a. 1092005 a. 4512007 a. 12011 a. 3275, 2013 )
a. 160 (4) CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS;TERMS. (@) A governarlieu

Cross-reference: See also S$AB 2.09 2.11, and6.04 Wis. adm. code. tenantgovernoy secretary of state, treasurer and an attorney gen
eralshall be elected #he general election in 1970 and quadrenni

8.21 Declaration of candidacy . (1) Each candidat@xcept gy thereafter A state superintendent shall be elected on the first

a candidate for presidential electamder s8.20 (2) (d) shall file ; ; ;

adeclaration of candidacyo later than thiatest time provided Tuesdayin April 1917 and quadrgnnlally thereafter .

for filing nomination papers under&10 (2) (2)8.15 (1) 8.20 (8) (b) 1. The regula( full term of fi€e of the state supenrytendent

(a) or 8.50 (3)(), or the time provided under&.16 (2)or8.35 commenceson the first Monday of Julynext succeedinghe

(2) (). A candidate shall file the declaration with théosf or ~SUP€rintendent'glection.

agencywith which nomination papers are filed for théias that 2. The regular full term of each otheffioér enumerated in

the candidate seeks, or if nomination papersatgequired, with par.(a) commences othe first Monday of Januargext succeed

theclerk or board of election commissioners of the jurisdiction iing the oficer’s election.

which the candidate seeksfick. (5) DiSTRICT ATTORNEY; TERM. A district attorney shall be
(2) Thedeclaration of candidacy shall be sworn to before amjectedfor each prosecutorial unit specified i9€38.01at the gen

officer authorized to administer oaths. The declaration sbell eral election in 2008 and quadrennially thereaft&he regular
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term of the ofice of district attorney commences on the first8.35 Vacancies after nomination. (1) Any person who
Mondayin January next succeeding théastr’s election. files nomination papers and qualifies to appeathenballot may

History: 1981 c. 62314, 1987 a. 3911989 a. 312007 a. 158 not decline nomination. The name of thggrson shall appear

] o uponthe ballot except in case of death of the person. A person

8.28 Challenge to residency qualifications. (1) Any whois appointed to fill a vacancy in nomination or who is nomi
individual who believes that aimdividual holding or elected to natedby write—in votes is deemed to decline nomination if he or
stateor local ofice is not a resident or inhabitant of this state a$hefails to file a declaration of candidacy within the time-pre
of the jurisdiction or district in which he or she serves, whenevéfribedunder sub(2) (c) or s.8.16 (2)

suchqualification is required by the constitution of thiate or by (2) (a) If a vacancy occurs after nomination due to the death

any applicable lawmay file a verified complaint with tregtorney : - ~ L
generalalleging such facts as may cause him or her to believe tﬁ]fit’" candidate of g refgl:lt)%nkl)ze(::] po';qt'c.al party fofr zi\qpartlsmn&?f
theindividual isnot qualified to hold dice because of failure to € vacancy may be filled by the chairperson of the commuttee
meeta residency requirement. the proper polltlce_ll party under 8.38 or the per_sonal campaign
. . committee jif any, in the case of independaragndidates. Similar

(2) Theattorney general mahereupon investigate whetheryacanciesin nominations of candidates for nonpartidanal
suchallegations are true. If the attorney general finds that thices may be filled by the candidasepersonal campaign cem
r;tllegatlonsmc the complaint are true or for any othe( reason flnqﬁitteeon if the candidate had none, by the body which governs
thatthe subject person who is holding or elected fiw®is not  {he |ocal governmental unit in which the deceased person was a
qualified because of failure to meet a rgsndency requirement, ©&ndidateor ofice. The chairperson, chiefficir of the commit
attorneygeneral may commence an action undev8hfor awrit teq or clerk of the body making an appointment shall file a certifi
of quo warranto to have tseibject persos’ofice declared vacant ¢ateof appointment with the fifial or agencywith whom decla
or to restrain any person not entitled to takeffrom assuming  ajonsof candidacy for the éite are filed. For purposes tiis
it. In the case of a person who is electedfioein thelegislature, paragraph, the Bigial or agency need not recognize members of

the clerk of court shall transmiteopy of the judgment to the pre 5 narsonal campaign committee whose names were not filed under
siding officer of the appropriate hous&nd the house shall deter o 11.05prior to the death of the candidate.

mine whether the person is qualified be seated or whether a . -
vacancyexists. (b) If a vacancy in nomination occurs due to the death of-a can

History: 1979 c. 2491983 a, 484 didate,the oficer or agency with whom nomination papers are
filed for the ofice shall promptly notify the chairperson, commit
8.30 Candidates ineligible for ballot  placement. €€ or bodyif any thatthe vacancy may be filled within 4 days of
(1) Exceptas otherwise provided in this sectithe oficial or the date of the noticeas shown by the postmark if the notice is
agencywith whomdeclarations of candidacy are required to b@ailed. Thechairperson, committee or body may file a sworn cer
filed may refuse to place the candidateame on the ballot if any tificate of nomination with the ditial or agency within the 4-day

of the following apply: period. - . P
(a) The nomination papers are not prepasighed, and exe _ (C) The oficial or agency with whom a proper certificate
cutedas required under this chapter filed under par(b) shall promptlynotify the candidate who is

nominatedand transmit to theandidate a declaration of candi
dacyform and, in thease of a candidate for state or locéicef
financial registration statement form underl4.05 No later
an5 p.m. on the 3rd dagfter notification of nomination is

(b) It conclusively appears, either on the fatéhe nomination
papersoffered forfiling, or by admission of the candidate or other
wise, that the candidate is ineligible to be nominated or electeg].

(¢) The candidate, if elected, coutdt qualify for the dice mailedor personally delivereth the new nominee by thefiofal

sought within the time allowed by law for qualification becaus(gzr ; . ; ;
; X ! agencythe nominee shall file a declaration of candidacy and,
of age, re5|denge, or other impediment. . in the case of a candidate for state or ladite, a registration
(2) If no registration statement has been filed by or on behg{ftementinder s11.05 No later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day

of a candidate for state or locafioé in accordance with 1.05  afternotification of nomination is mailed or personally delivered
(2g) or(2r) by the applicable deadline for filing nomination paperg, 53 new nominee for statefiok or municipal judge by thefadial

oy ' f ; &ate’sname orthe ballot. If the nominee fails to file the registra
penaltiesif he or she files aegistration statement later than theg; ., statement or statement of economic interests. fi@adfor

time prescribed in s41.01 (1)and11.05 (29) agencymay not place the candidateiame on the ballot.

éde) lThe_ officiafl or aéggncy wittwhom r(lj())mifqa(t::onhplel\pers (d) If the ballots have been prepared, the committees or body
alr;cezccaarr?dtliggfs?nggg (') ni%ybgrlfotr i‘qtl;lléecar? dih%m?waameniost filling the vacancy shall supply stickers as provided undeB8.
ﬁ]eli ible for ballot placement unders05(2m) (d) 2.or 15.60 (3-)' No vacancy in a nomination oceurs prior to the_ time of the
6 9 P : ' primary election for an dice, unless no primary is required for the
). office for which the nomination is made.

(3) Theofficial or agency with whonueclarations of candi  (e) This subsection doemt apply in the event of the death of
dacyare required to be fileahay not place a candidadgiame on 5 candidate for nonpartisanfic who has no opponent appearing
the ballot if the oficial or agency is prohibited from doing Sogn the election ballot.

unders.19.43 (4)or an ordinance adoptemder s19.59 (3) (b)
“) P (3) (b) (3) Whenevera nhominee dies aftéine election ballots are pre

(4) Theofficial or agency with whom declaration of candi  4red and no nomination is made under this section, the votes cast
dacyis required to be filed may not place a candidaté@me on ¢, the deceased shall be counted and returriée or she

the ballot if the candidate fails to file a declaration of candidagyceivesa plurality of the votes cast, the vacancy shall be filled as

within the time prescribed under&21 in the case of a vacancy occurring by death after election.
History: 1975 c. 931979 c. 120328 1979 c. 3555.28, 20, 1983 a. 4841985

a.304 1987 a. 3912001 a. 1092005 a. 149177, 2007 a. 1 (4) (@ 1. When a candidate &ppointed to fill a vacancy
irost?t‘_fefe'e”ﬁeit_seel aﬁodsgﬁ]Btﬁ-O%”‘iz-lll ‘Ii‘”s-t:d”;hmde;t e elec underthis section, the funds remaining in the former candislate’
petitioner who timely filea wi e county clerk rather than wi e electio B H
boardunder s. 8.10 (6) (a) is barred frahe ballot. State ex rel. Ahlgrimm State ”aeposnoryafter payment of the former candidaté&wful cam

ElectionsBoard,82 Ws. 2d 585263 N.W2d 152(1978). paigndebts, if anyshall be:
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a. Donated to the former candidadbcal or state political circulatoris a qualified elector of this state, or if not a qualified
partyif the former candidate was a partisandidate or donated electorof this state, that the circulator is a U.S. citizen age 18 or
to the charitable ganization of théormercandidates choice or olderwho, if he or shavere a resident of this state, would not be
the charitable aganization chosen by thermer candidats’'next disqualifiedfrom voting under $.03 Wis. stats.; and that the cir
of kin if the former candidate is deceased, or if no choice is madldator is aware that falsifying the certification is punishable
returnedto the donors on a proportional basis; or unders.12.13 (3) (a) The circulator shall indicate the date that

b. If the former candidate was a nonpartisan candidateor she makes the certification next to his or her signature.

donatedto the charitable ganization of the former candidate’  (3) The board shall, by rule, prescribe standards consistent
choiceor the charitable ganization chosen by the former candiwith this chapter and 8.10 (2)to be used by all electionfiufials
date’snext of kin if the former candidate is deceased; or andgoverning bodies in determining the validitiypetitions for

c. If no choice is made, returned to the donors on a propetections and signatures thereon.
tional basis, with contributions which cannot be identified gistory: 1989 a. 1921997 a. 351999 a. 1822001 a. 1092005 a. 4512013 a.

i 16/
donatedn accordance with subd. a.orb. Cross—reference: See also s&AB 2.09and2.11, Wis. adm. code.

2. A petitioner or personal representative may make therheresidence requirement for nomination paper circulators in sub. (2), as applied

choiceunder subdl. a.orb. where subdl. c.applies. to Wisconsin residents who circulate papers outside the poStiblivision in which
. . they reside and to nonresidents violates the 1st amendment right afpeeeh.
(c) The transfer shall be reported to the appropriate filifig of Framiv. Ponto,255 F Supp. 2d 9622003).

cerin a special report submitted by the former candidatam
paigntreasurer If the former candidatis deceased and was serv8.50 Special elections. Unless otherwisprovided, this sec
ing as his or her own campaign treasutiee former candidate’ tion applies to filling vacancies in the U.S. senate and hofise
petitioner or personal representative shall file the report. Thepresentativegxecutive state i€es except the fites of gov
reportshall include a completgatement of all contributions, dis ernor,lieutenant governpand district attorneyudicial andegis
bursementand incurred obligations pursuant td5.06 (1)cow lative state diices, countycity, village,and town dices, and the
eringthe periodrom the day after the last date covered on the fapffices of municipal judgeand member of the board of school
mer candidates most recent report to the date of disposition. directorsin school districts ganized under cii19. State legisla
(d) The newly appointedandidate shall file his or her reporttive offices may be filledn anticipation of the occurrence of a
atthe next appropriate interval undefl$.20 (2)or (4) after his vacancywhenever authorized in sul) (e) No special election
or her appointment. The appointed candidate shall include dRgy be held after February 1 preceding the spring election unless

transferredunds in his or her first report. it is held on the same day as pging election, nor after August
(€) Any person who violates this subsection may be punishk@receding the general election unless it is held on the same day
asprovided under s11.600r 11.61 asthe general election, until the day after that election. If the spe

History: 1973 c. 3341975c. 93 1977 c. 107340 1979 c. 10s.60 (11); 1979  Cial electionis held on the day of the general election, the primary
c.311;1983 a. 4841985 a. 135.3; 1985 a. 303.88; 1985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993  for the special electiorif,any, shall be held on the day of the parti
e . 200, Saai . sanprmary Iflhe specialclecton s eld o the day of the spring
courtjudgle c%ndidate rgay not be filled under sub. )(/2). Committee to Retain By@lgcuon*the primary f_OI’ the_ special election, if ashall be held
v. Elections Boardd5 Wis. 2d 632291 N.W2d 616(Ct. App. 1980). onthe day of the spring primary

(1) SPECIAL ELECTION ORDERAND NOTICES. (&) When there is

to be a special election, the special election for couffigeashall
heprdered by the county board of supervisatsept as provided
- 17.21 (5) the special election for city fife shall be ordered

y the common council; the special electionvitinge ofice shall
é;)e ordered by the board of trustees; the special election for town
Gifice shall be ordered by the town board of supervisors; the spe

ia] election for schooboard member in a school districgar
Juzedunder ch119shall be ordered by the school board;she
cial election for municipal judge shall be ordered by the governing
Rady of the municipalityexcept in 1st class cities, or if the judge
clerk of each county having territory within the school district. IS €lected under §:55.01(4) jointly by the governing bodies of

History: 1999 a. 1822005 a. 4512011 a. 75 all municipalitiesserved by the judge; and all other special-elec

tions shall beordered by the governonWhen the governor or
8.40 Petition requirements. (1) In additionto any other attorneygeneral issuethe orderit shall be filed and recorded in
requirementprovided bylaw, each separate sheet of each petitidhe office of the board. When the county board of supervisors
for an election, including a referendum, shall have on thediacassueshe orderit shall be filed and recorded in thdioé of the
thetop in boldface print the word “PETITION”". Each signer ofountyclerk. When the county executive issues the oidshall
such a petition shall dix his or her signature to the petition,befiled in the ofice of the county board of election commission
accompaniedy hisor her municipality of residence for votingers. When the common council issues trder it shall be filed
purposes.the street and numbeif any, on which the signer in the ofice of the city clerk. When the boaad trustees issues
residesand the date of signing. &udition, each signer shall legi the order it shall be filed in the dice of the village clerk. When
bly print his or her name in a spgu®vided next to his or her sig thetown board of supervisors issues the arifeshall be filed in
nature. No signature is valid under this subsection unless thee office of the town clerk. When the school board of a school
signersatisfies the requirements under this subsection. district oganized under cl.19issues the ordgit shall be filed

(2) Thecertification of a qualified circulator statimis or her andrecorded in the &ite of the city board of electiocommis

residencewith street and numhgf any, shall appear at the bottomsioners. If a municipal judge is elected under755.01 (4) the
of each separate sheet of each petition specified irfigubtating ordershall befiled in the ofice of the county clerk or board of
that he orshe personally circulated the petition and personal@fectioncommissioners of the county having theyést portion
obtainedeach of the signatures; that the circulator knows that th@fthe population of the jurisdiction served by the judge.
areelectors of the jurisdiction or district in which the petition is (b) Notice of any special election shall be given upon the filing
circulated;that the circulator knowthat they signed the paperof the order under pggr) by publication in a newspaper unaér
with full knowledge of its content; that the circulator knows theB®85. If the special election concerns a national or stditseothe
respectiveresidences given; that the circulator knows that eableardshall give notice as soon pessible to the county clerks.
signersigned on the date stated opposite his or her name; thatlWlpen receipt of notice from the board, or when the special election

8.37 Filing of referenda petitions or questions. Unless

otherwiserequired by lawall proposed constitutional amend
mentsand any other measure or question that is to be submit
to a vote ofthe people, or any petitions requesting that a meas
or question be submitted to a vote of the people, if applicsitdd,

befiled with the oficial or agency responsible for preparing th
ballotsfor the election no later than 70 days prior to the electi
atwhich the amendment, measure or question will appear on
ballot. No later than thend of the next business day after a pr
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is for a county dfce or a municipal judgeship under7&5.01 (4) mary. Nomination papers may be filed in the manner specified in
the county clerk shall give notice as soon as possible to the mun&i8.10, 8.15 or8.20 Each candidate shall file a declaration of
pal clerks of all municipalities in which electors are eligible t@andidacyin the manner provided in8.21no later than the latest
votein the election and publistne type A notice for all iEes time provided in the order for filing nomination papers. If a candi
to be voted upon within the county as provided.10.06 (2) (n) datefor state or local dice hasnot filed a registration statement
If the special election is for a cityillage, or town dice, the unders.11.05at the timehe or she files nomination papers, the
municipalclerk shall publish one type A notice as provided underandidateshall file the statement with the papers. A candidate for
s.10.06 (3) (f) stateoffice shall also file a statement e€onomic interests with
(c) The order and notice shall specify thficefto be filled, the theboardno later than the end of the 3rd day following the last day
expirationdate of the remaining term offiok, the date of the elec for filing nomination papers specified in the order
tion, the earliest date for circulating and deadfimrefiling nomi- (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions
nation papers, tharea involved in the election, the name of thfor the partisan primary under&15are applicable to all partisan
incumbentbefore thevacancy occurred and a description of hoygrimariesheld under this section, and the provisions for sprirg pri
thevacancy occurred, dor an election held under su#) (e) the mariesunder s8.10 areapplicable to all nonpartisan primaries
nameof the incumbent and a description of how and witien held under this sectionln a special partisan primary or election,
vacancyis expected to occuExcept as otherwiggovided in this the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as provided
paragraphthe notice shall include the information specified.in unders.5.62 (1)or5.64 (1) (b) No primary is required for a nen
10.01(2) (a) partisanelection in which not more than 2 candidates for éineof
(d) When the election concerns a nationéicefor aspecial appearon the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more
electionfor state dice is held concurrently with the general electhanone candidate for anfife appears on the ballot of eaete
tion, the board shall transmit to each county clerk a certified liggnizedpolitical party In every special election except a special
of all persons for whom nomination papers have been filed in étectionfor nonpartisan state fafe where no candidate is certi
office at least 62 days before the special primand in other fied to appeapn the ballot, a space for write—in votes shall be pro
caseghe board shall transmit the list to each county clerk at leaed on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primdrglis
22 days before the special primatyno primary isrequiredthe (c) Notwithstanding ss5.37 (4) 5.91 (6)and6.80 (2) (f)
list shall be transmitted at least 42 days prior to the day of the spenevera special partisan primary is held concurrently with the
cial election unless the special election concerns a natidit of residentialpreference primanan elector may choose tparty
oris held concurrently with the general election, in which case tglumnor ballot in which the eiector will cast his or her vote sepa
list shall be transmitted at least 62 days prior to the day of the spgelyfor each of the 2 primaries. Whenever 2nmre special par
cial election. Immediatelyipon receipt of the certified list, thetisan primaries or one or more special partisan primaries and a par
countyclerk shall prepare his or her ballots. For a cospscial tisanprimary are held concurrentlhe procedure prescribed in
election, the county clerghallcertify the candidates and prepares,5.37 (4) 5.91 (6)and6.80 (2) (f)applies.
theballots. If there is a primarhe county clerk shall publish one ) The requirements for nominationsd special primaries
type B notice in a newspapander ch10. When a primary is held, \nqerthis section apply to the filling of anyfafe for which a
assoon as possible after the primahe county clerk shall certify , nicipalcaucus is regularly used to nominate candidates.

the candidates and prepare thallots for the following special (€) In a special election for a state or nationfitef the county

election. The clerk shall publish one type B notice in a newspaper . > ;
underch. 10 for the election. clerk or board of election commissioners shall transmit the-state

(2) DATE OF SPECIALELECTION. (a) The date for thepecial ment of the county board of canvassers to gmvernment
electionshall be not less than 8@r more than 77 days from theaccountabll|t)/ooardno later than 7 days after the special primary

; S e -~and13 days after the special election.

dateof theorder except when the special election is held to fill a ]
vacancyin a national dfce or the special election is held on the (4) REGULATIONSON SPECIALELECTIONS. (b) A vacancy in the
day of the general election or spring election. If a special electigffice of U.S. senator or representative in congress occurring prior
is held concurrently with the spring election, the special electiédthe 2nd Tiesday in April irthe year of the general election shall
may be ordered not earlier than 92 days prior to the spring prim&gfilled at a special primary and election. A vacancy in tHateof
andnot later than 49 days prior to that primalfya special election occurringbetween the 2ndusday in April and the 2ndi€sday
is held concurrently witlthe general election or a special electioift May in the year of the general election shall be filled at the-parti
is held to fill a national dice, the special electiomay be ordered sanprimary and general election.
not earlier than 122 days prior to the partisan primary or special(c) A vacancy in the fite of secretary oftate, state treasurer
primary, respectivelyand not latethan 92 days prior to that pri attorneygeneral or state superintendent, occurrimgre than 6
mary. monthsbefore the expiration of the current term, may be filled at

(b) If a primary is required, the primary shall betba day 4 aspecial election.
weeksbefore the day of the special election except when the spe (d) Any vacancy in the §ite of state senator or representative
cial election is held on the same day as the general election the gpehe assembly occurring before the 2nek3day in May irthe
cial primary shall be held on the same day as the partisan primaewrin which a regular electios held to fill that seat shall be filled
or if the special election is held concurrently with the speileg  as promptly as possible by special electiorHowever any
tion, the primary shall be held concurrently with the spring priacancyin the ofice of state senator or representative to the
mary,and except when the special election is held ontlesday assemblyoccurring after the close of the last regilaorperiod
afterthe first Monday in November of an odd-numbered,ftear  of the legislature held during his or her term shall be filled only if
primary shallbe held on the 2nduesday of August in that year a special session or extraordinary floorperiod of the legislature is

(3) NOMINATION, PRIMARY AND CANVASS. (a) Nomination calledor a veto review period is scheduled during the remainder
papersmay be circulatedo sooner than the day the order for thef the term. The special election to fill the vacancy shall be
specialelection is filed and shall be filed not later ttap.m. 28 orderedjf possible, so the new member may participate irsjiee
daysbefore the day that the special primeiilf or would be held, cial session or floorperiod.
if required, except when a special election is held concurrently(e) Whenever a member of the legislaturelected to another
with the spring election or general election, the deadline for filirajfice after the commencement of his or keym, and the term of
nominationpapers shall be specified in the order and the date shia# new diice or the period during which the legislator is eligible
be no earlier than the daprovided in s8.10 (2) (a)or8.15 (1) to assume that fife commences prior tile end of the legislatsr
respectively,and no later than 35 days prior to the date of thwiginal term of ofice, the governor magall a special election to
springprimary or no later than June 1 preceding the partisan diill the seat of the member in anticipation of a vacaopgn
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receiptof a written resignation from that member which feef (g) If through neglect or failure, an electedicgr who should

tive on a date not later than the date of the proposed special diewebeen chosen at ttepring or general election is not chosen

tion. atthat election, a special election may be held to fill the vacancy;
(f) 1. Except as provided in sub@sand3., a vacancy in the but no special election may beld for any school or countyfif

office of justice, court of appeals judge or circuit judgeurring cerafter the time when thefafer’s term would have commenced

in any year after the date of the spring election and on or befosgisuch person been elected at the proper spring or general elec

Decemberl shall be filled, if in the dite of circuitjudge, at the tion, except as authorized under this section, and no election may

succeedingspring election; if in the éite of court of appeals beheld to fill a vacancy in the fiée of justice or judge except as

judge,at the first succeeding spring election when no other coarthorizedn par (f).

of appeals judge is to be elected from the semet of appeals  (h) Whenever the right to fiée of any persomho is elected

district; or, if in the ofice of justice, at the first succeeding springg the legislature or the U.S. senate or house of representatives

electionwhen no other justice is to be elected. A vacancy in tegasedefore the commencement of the term dicefto which

office of justice, court of appeals judge or circuit judgeurring pe or she is elected, a special election shall be held to fill the
after December 1 and on or before the date of the succeedipgancy.

springelection shall be filled, if in the fife of circuit judge, athe
2nd succeeding spring election; if in thdioé of court of appeals . . S . .
judge,at the first spring election, beginning witie 2nd succeed heIdLodflll any vacarllcy nptdprg\/ll%id for in this section. This-para
ing spring election, when no other courtagfpeals judge is to be graphdoes not apply to judicial btes.
elected from the same court of appeals distri¢tf ar the ofice (5) CamPAIGN FINANCE LAWS. All laws and rules promulgated
of justice, at the first spring election, beginning with the 2nahderch.11 governing campaign finance and reporting, including
succeedingpring election, when no other justice is to be electeall deadlines for filing reports and statements, are applicable to
2. If avacancy in the &ite of justice, court of appeals judgespecialelections, except as otherwise specifically provided.
or cruitjudge oecurs afer December L and on o belore the dglfsln 196, 110 1755 Ssae2a shierss misrse o00s g
of the succeeding spring election as the resfulhe resignation 3 454°19g5 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31359 1993 a. 1841995 a. 165.2; 1999
of the incumbent, if an election for that seat is scheduoleé held a.182 2005 a. 2482007 a. 12011 a. 3275.
atthe succeeding spring election and if the incumbemitia can Cross-reference: See also s&AB 2.09 2.11, and6.04 Wis. adm. code.
didateto succeed himself or herself, the vacancy diefilled at
theregularly scheduled election. 8.55 Special referenda. (1) Whenever a special referen
3. If avacancy in the @ite of justice, court of appeals judgedum is called, the clgrk of the Jurlsdlptlon which ca]ls the special
or circuit judge occurs after the date of the spring election for tH&ferendurmshall publish a type A notice of the special referendum
seatand before the succeeding August thasresult of the resig ©nthe 4th Tiesday preceding the special referendum.

nation of the incumbent and the incumbent is not elected to (2) Theclerk of the jurisdictiorwhich calls a special referen

S.Ucceed]imself or herself, the Vacancy Sha” be fl"ed by the—|ndUum Sha" pub“sh type B and C notices Of the Specia' referendum
vidual who was elected at the regularly scheduled election. If Bg the day preceding the special referendum.

individual is elected at the regularly scheduled election trdf . .
individual who is electediies or declines to serve, the vacancy. (3) Whenevera specialcounty referendum is called, the
shall be filled under subdL. unlqlpal c!er_k of each municipality _whlch iwholly or par_tly

4. All vacancies filled under subds.and?. are for a full term  SoNtainedwithin the county shall publish type D and E notices of

commencingn August 1 succeeding the sprizigction at which (he special referendum at the times specified inG06 (3)
they are filled. Whenevera special municipal referendum is called, the municipal

clerk of that municipality shall publish type &nd E notices of the

specialreferendum at the times specified ii18.06 (3) When

everaspecial referendum is called by a special purpose district,
eclerk of the jurisdiction which callsgpecial referendum shall
ublish type D and E notices of the referendum at the times speci

(i) When the governor so directs, a special election blall

(fm) A permanent vacancy in thefiok of municipal judge
may be filled by temporary appointment of the municigavern
ing body or, if the judge is elected under755.01 (4) jointly by
the governing bodies of all municipalities served by the judg

The ofice shallthen be permanently filled by special electior, =" - .
which shall be held concurrently with the negring election fol  ed in -10.06 (4) 1f an election for national, state, county or
municipal office or a state, county or municipal referendum is

lowing the occurrence of thegacancy except that a vacancy ledi icinalit th dav that ol ref d
occurringduring the period after December 1 and on or before th@' €9!N @municipality on the same day that a Special reierendum
called by a special purpose district in the same municipiiy

dateof the spring election shall be filled at the 2nd succeedi - X "
springelection, and except that theverning body of a city or vil 7P D and E noticeshall be published only by the municipal
lageor, if the judge is elected underzs5.01 (4) the governing Clerk.

bodiesof the participating cities or villages maf/the vacancy (4) Wheneverthe clerks of more than one jurisdiction are
occursbefore April 15 in the year preceding expiration of the terpequiredunder this section to publish the same notice on the same
of office, order a special election to be held on thestay after day,they may publistone notice only and share the cost under s.
thefirst Monday in November following the date of the ordar 10.07(1).

personso elected shall serve for the residue of the unexpired ternmistory: 1987 a. 391
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